fol eing ſpoke 
hand upon the Debates in the Houſe of Commons; you 
- Fant expect in it the Exactneſs of Reman Eloquence; 

but you have the freedom, and bravery of the old Ro- 
nan, and true Engliſb Spirit, zealous for the good of their 
Country, and bold in all its Dangers. And if other Cor- 
porations and Shires would take the like Care as B-----/, 
they might be as happy in the Choice of their Repreſen- 
-*F- tatives 3 and then, and never till then, may we hope to ſee 
"ff... poor England become Old England again, Rich and Happy 4 
t home, G/ori0%5 and Renomved abroad. Towards which, 
this worthy Patriot has ſet a Noble Example; and that 


* 


it may Inſpire and Incourage others, and prompt, and 
nable the Country to diſtinguiſh ſuch from Pexſiozers, 

ind wretched Betrayers of their Country and Poſterity, 
iz the deſign of making this Publick, from a Copy which 
I precured from a Member of the Houſe of Commons, who 


took it in Short Hand, as it was ſpoke. 


e following SPEECH b 


ur. Speaker, | 
Ie heard of 'a ſhip in a violent ſtorm, in danger of periſh- 
ing every moment; Lit was not ſuch a. ſham ſtorm as we were 
lately entertained With in the G4zerre, which deceives the Peo- 
ple, that many ſhips going for Fraxce, laden with Corn, were 
away, tho' thoſe ſhips, and many more are ſince {afely Arrived 
ace; But it was ſuc a rea! ſtorm, as on the 7:4. of the laſt 
. Deſtroyed on the Coaſt of Cernmall upwards of 70 ſail of 
ki ſhips, moſt of which were Laden with Corn, and ſeveral 
e of Proviſions, for the uſe of our Datch Allies, to enable them to 
I cheap, by making the ſame dear at Home; perhaps 2 
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for the ſupport of our half ſtarv'd and unpaid Ergliſ Soldiers nog 
in Flanders, when periſhed likewiſe wore than 700 Sailors, who hay 
left Thouſands of Widows, Children, and poor Relations, to Curk 
our Conduct at Sea, the cauſe of this Calamity : In ſuch a Dreadfy 
Storm it was that the foreſaid Ship was in] when the good Commanr. 
der ſeeing the Danger, and apprehending Death, deſired his Cre ty 
Aſſiſt with Reſolution, and Preſerve themſelves and the Ship, which 
the Sailors refuſing to do, he retired to his Cabbin, humbled himſel 
in Prayer, and implored the Powers, that alone can fave in time d 
Need; that tho? the ſhip and the company might be juſtly ſwallowel 
up, for the diſobedience of the Sailors, yet that he, and his Cabhir 
might ſuffer no Damage. | 

Sir, I cannot, as that good Contmander did, be ſo vain as to hope 
that either my ſelf, or the place for which | ſerve, can be preſerve! 
from the general inundation, which fits Bill, we are now debating 
lets in, on the Liberties of my Native C-:try and country men; ant 
therefore he unconcerned for the good of England, provided Brit 
were ſafe : To hope for and expect happineſs in Life, when all Mar 
kind but my ſelf are Dead, would not be more deceiving, than n 
propoſe comfort and ſecurity to iny ſelf and Corporat ron, wha 
ſtrangers are admitted to poſleſs and enjoy, by a Law, all that's yaly 
able in this Kingdom; for this Pill doth enfranchize all ſtrangers th 
will ſwear and proteſt againſt Popery, withthe Liberties ofevery Engl 
Man, after the vaſt expence of Treaſure and Ezg/iſh Blood, it hat 
coſt this Kingdom in all Times and Ages of our Fore-fathers, to { 
cure them to themſelves, and their Poiterity. : 

Wherefore Mr. Speaker I muſt begg pardon, if at this time I canng 
fit ſilent, but expreſs a zealous concern, as well for the K ingdomi 
general, as for the Place I Repreſent in particular; and I an mor 
moved thereunto, whilſt. I fee ſo many Members ſent here by thi 
Country, for the conſervation of the zgliſh Mens Liberties, ſo war: 
as to part with all to ſtrangers with one Vote. | 

The Argument ot.the Honourable Perſon near me, to render ! 
the care of our Fore-Fathers of no Eſteem amongſt us, who are, 0 
ought to be the Repreſentatives of the Kingdom, was to prove, tu 
— Age and Generation are Wiſer (he did not ſay Honeſter) than tis 

rmer. 

I remember a Weſt country man masy Years paſt, nndertookt! 
prove the fame to me, and my Company beyond Sea, by declaring ti 
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17 
rather was a fool to him: 1 yielded him that point, by concluding 
both to be ſuch, and yet our Fore-fathers might be Wiſe Men; 1 ſhall 
not at chis time queſtion the wiidom of thoſe who promote the Bill, or 
their fathers. For my ſelf, I declare in behalf of the wiſdom and ho- 
neſty of our Predeceſſors; nor can! Aſſent to the yielding up of the 
Liberties and Laws they derived unto us, only becauſe ſome Gentle- 
men think better of themſelves (and perhaps miſtakenly } than cf 
their Parents. : 2 

sir, | was early inſtructed in a Principle of deference to the Wiſ- 
dom of our Anceſtors ; and at this time I tremble, when I relleſt on the 
correction given me by myMaſter,tl:at l might not forget, but imitate 
and defend in all times this Rule: Let them only be accounted Good, 
ub, ad ! iſe Men, wio Regard and Deferd the Statutes, Laws, Or- 
linances, and Libertics, which their Fore-Fathers Wiſdom and Experience 
obtained for ther:jeluus ana Poſterity. Now it is my Opinion Mr. Spea- 
ker, that if thoſe Gentlemen who approve of this Eill, had not only 
deen taught that Rule, but as well Corrected as my ſelf, they would 
be of my Judgment; and I wiſh that they who depart from that Rule, 
and ſacrifice our Exgliſh | iterties, to a number of mercenary For- 
reigners, may not meet with a much more Rigorous and Exemplary 
Chaſtiſement from their Enraged and Ruined Country Men. 

The Arguments uſed for the Bill, are in ſabſtance theſe : Firſt, A 
want of Purchaters for cur Lands. Second, Of Merchants. Third, 
Manufacturers, who can work cheaper than the Ergliſh. Fourth, 


Husbandmen to Till the Ground. 


To all theſe I ſhall return ſhort Anſwers; but if debate not on them 


with great Ingenuity on Sea Politicks, J hope the Houſe will pardon 
me, for my Obſervations never coft the N ingdom ſuch Expence of 
Mony at Home, and 1. oſſes at Seca, as hath the Experien e of thoſe 
Honourable Perſons in Sea Affairs. 

Firſt, Its Argued by ſome, that we want Purchaſers for the Lands; 
this is a melancholy Conſideration, I therefore deſire thoſe Gentle- 
men who approve of this Bill, to tell me what it is hath brought us 
to this Condition, that the Landed men of EM land are Redul 'd to fo 
Low an Ebb, that they muſt Sell, and none left able to Buy, unleſs 
forreigners are Naturalized; Doth this prove our Fore-{athers wan- 
ted Underſtanding: Or, doth it not rather conclude its occaſioned by 


our want of theirs, and not following their Examples, who never 
A 2 Taxed 


CS 3 


Taxcd their Country to the Ruin both: of themſelves and their Poſt | tics 2 
ty, nor did they Expend the Mony cf the Kingdom on ſuch Allies af Putco - 
Ours: who, es we have been informed by ſome of the Privy Cound a50ur | 
are not in our intereſt, and will ſpare us none of their Men for oy Trade, 
pay, without great Penſions likewiſe for themſelves. Can any Man hop tut tho 
to perſwade me, that our Fore-{athers would have brought Forreigf uke, 
Soldiers into England, and pay them, and Naturalize them likewile port ar 

and at the ſame time ſend the EH, Soldiers abroad to Fight ing] ner. 
ſtrangs Land without their pay. I The 
Let us but abate our Taxes, and after the Wiſe Preſident of ouf th hi 
Fathers, pay our own Sea Men and Soldiers at home, and ſend the For vill be 
reigners back. Then the Mony will be found circulating at home, if nlized, 
ſuck Ezgliſh mens hands, who may Buy the Lands that are to be Sol But | 
without Naturaiizing Rrangers. duſele 
Secondly, Its ſaid we want more Mcrchants: Whom may we than NMercha 
for bringing ſo many to Poverty, but | {hall forbear grating, and d Naſters 
fire the Liberty to conſider in ſhort how the Trade of EAHęland hat the Ser\ 
hitherto: been carried on. Gentlemen have placed their younger Chil ons, th 
dren to Merchants, their Maſters obſerving their honeſty and dil from w 
gence, when they have gained ſomeexperience in the neceſſary parts rign 51 
Trade, generally ſend them abroad 1o T wrkey, all parts of the Leva dr Mer 
to Spain, Portugal, Eaſt and Weſt Indies; and all parts where Ergiad} Py, ti 
holds any conſiderable Commerce: there the young men are emploi ferim h: 
ed by, and entruſted with the ſtocks and eſtates of their Maſters au be done 
Friends, whereby all parties, both the Principals at home, and tu Ums of 
Factors abroad, are advantaged, and *»g/and enriched (for there int} ad abr 
end all Centers) and at laſt, when they are ſatiated with Gain, theyr- A th 
turn to their native ſoil, their friends and relations for Eaſe and EH vanc w 
joyment, making room for a younger generation to ſucceed in their pro Han thi 
gtable Employments. Thus hitherto this Kingdom hath advarced in} %ught n 
Riches, whilit Forreigners could not with ſucceſs plant their Factorial Mould e 
on us, throuęh the advantage we had by our Laws; let us but turntk Proviſic 
Tables, and conſider the conſequence : Suppoſe we paſs this Bill, ant Haland 
the Puich (who no doubt will rake the Oaths as this Bill directs, auf parts of 
proteſt againſt Fopery and Paganiſm. and on occaſion Chriſtianity ioo their Fe 
as at Japan) ſend their Servants and Factors hither, and we N — n Engl 
them, and let the Capital ſtock, which gets an Imploy to theſe nen thy m. 
made Englifhn:c belong to their Maſters and friends, who never did u bound! 
ever will live amonęſt us; will it not then follow that the profit will | I bere: 
their 
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oft teirs and not Euę lands, and will not the New made Erglifh (yet 
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buch Aan ſtill) return to their Country and Friends with their gain, 
x0ur People hitherto have done. We may obſerve by our Inland 
Trade, that its ſeldom they who make the Manufactories gain Eſtates, 
ut thoſe who imploy their ſtocks in buying and ſelling what others 
ke, and its the fame with the Merchants, thoſe that Export and Im- 
ut are the gainers; the firſt maker very ſeldom, the Conſumptioner 
yer. | 

"The Concluſion then of this Experiment mult be this. That what 
kth hitherto been g in to England by Engliſh Merchants and Factors, 
Fill be turned to a Forreign Land, by the Forreign Merchants Natu- 
alized, for their own good, not En lands. 

But this is not all, for at once the Art of Navigation will be render- 
«uſeleſs. VWhzn.e then will be a Nurſery for Sea Men? For Forreign 
Merchants will Naturalize torreign Sea men; and when the Preſs- 
Maſters find the n, they will Patehen ſprukem, ye min beer, and avoid 
the Service, but at the Atom- Houſe, i xchang e, and in all Cor porati- 
ons, they will be found as goud Engliſh men as any be of this Houſe ; 
from whence it foiloweth, that Trade will be only carried on by For- 
rign Merchants and Sea men, and the Egliſo Sea men Condemned to 
or Men of War, and perhaps live there, as hitherto without their 
Py, till another Million he owing them for Wazcs, and in the in- 
trim have this only conſolation and reward for ſervice done, and to 
de done, that their Wives and Childrea may be ſubſiſted with the 
Ams of the pariſh, whilſt Forreigꝑn ſouldiers are maintained at home 
ind abroad with their pay. 

A third Argument for admitting Forre/gne:s, is upon a ſuppoſed 


nanc we have of Manufacturers, eſpecially ſuch as will work cheaper 


than the ENgliſu; In my Opinion this reaſoning is extraordinary, and 
2ught not to take air out of the Houle, leaſt the Old Exgliſu ſpirit 
ſhould exert it ſelf in defence of its Liberties, for at this time when al: 
proviſions are become exceſſive dear by the great quantities ex ported to 
Huland, which puts the poor Engl: Manufacturers on ſtarving in moſt 
parts of England, for want of a full Employ to Enable them to ſupport 
their Families, by their honeſt and painful Labour and Induſtry, ſhall 
n Engliſb Parliament let in ſtrangers to under ſel} our Country, which 
tky may ealily Co, whilſt they live in Garrers, pay no Taxes, and are 
bound tono Duty; How ſhall we anſwer this to our Country, who ſent 
here? when by ſo doing, inſtead of making thek ingdom more populous 

3 W 
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we provide only for the ſubſiſtance of Forreigners, & put our Country] (fy 
men to the Choice of ſtarring at home, or to turn ſoldiers, and he re 
ſent to Flanders, and ſtarve there for want of their Pay; for its wel ſ ie pe 
known that at this time, more commodities are made in EVgland then can Econ 
be conſumed abroad, er at home, which makes the poor Manufacturenſ this 
ſo miſerable. All Country Gentlemen within this Houſe, have for lev} Fre 
ral Seſſions laboured what they could to raiſe the price ot the Proxiſioꝶſ ger ty 
which their Lands produce, and ſome think it not great enough ye, antent 

f 
Rates, by propoſing a free importation of Ji Cattel and Cor 7 
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England have of this Houſe, and the Gentlemen of the Kingdom, whor 
nothing can pleaſe, but what ts made by Forreigners, or comes fron 
abroad ? . | kerties 
Our Pallats for a long time have been ſo nice, that nothing butt] j;.,., 
French Cook could pleaſe, nor could we perſu ade our ſelves that oil turn Ir 
. Cloathing was good unleſs from Head to Foot we were Alamode 4 
France ;, The Gentleman was not well ſerved without a Frenchmn, af; 
the Lady's Commode could not fit right, if her fine French V Vomaſ , 
did not put it on: New on a ſudden, the change is as Violent in favonſ ;; 
of the Dutch, who are great Courtiers, and theonly taking people, au 
dur Exgliſh are a ſort ofClumſy fiſted people if compared with the modi 
Dutch Hans and Fro, and in ſhort the Engliſhmen are fit for nothing, bi 7 
to be ſent to Flanders, & there, either to fight, ſteal, or ſterve for want 
pay. There is one thing M. Speaker which comes into my mind, wi 
which I hall cloſe this Conſideration. VVhat reaſon was there fa 
blaming the Mayors, Aldermen, Common Councils, and ot 
Governours of Corporations, for ſurrendring the Charters, tho? the 
{ſill retain the Rights for Engliſhmen only to come into new Charter 
and at the ſame time hope to Juſtifie our proceedings, tho? 
throw up the Great Charter of our Exgliſn Liberties to adui 
Strangers. l 
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Ountry | fourth Pretence for this Bill is, a want oi tiusbandinen to Tili 
and k},,Ground, I ſhall ſay little on this Head, but requeſt the Honour- 
ts wel] ze Perſon below me, to tell me of the Forty Thouſand French, which 
x contefleti ae come into Ee and; How many does he know, that 
tthis time fl the Flow tail? for its my firm Opinion, that not only 
T ſeſyſie French, but any other Nation this Bill ſhall let in upon us, will 
viſioꝶſ er tranſplant themſelves for the benefit of going to plow ; they will 
h petſontentedly leave the E the ſole monopoly of that ſlavery. 
ver tie} Upon the whole , is my judgment, char ſhouid this Bill paſs, 
Cort; will bring, as great Afflictions on this Nation, as ever fell upon 
one ate Egyptians, and one of their Plagues we have at this time very 
ill, beſtzere upon us? I mean, that of their Land bringing forth Frogs ir. 
ver ad dance, cven in the Chambers of their Kings: For ther: is no 
87 thaſaring the Courts of St. James and Whitehall, the Pallaccs of our 
— kereditary Kings, for the great Noiſe and Croking of the Fog 
0 i Lercers. a 8 ; 
ladon J. Sreaker, This Nation is a Re!-:70n5, Fuft, and Zeulous Nat i- 
:oPled m, who., in ſoire of their Fits ard Zeal, have not only. Quarrelled 
, whonf d Fought for the ſa e, but have Murthered and Depoſed Kings, 
s fron Nebles, Biſhops. and Priefts, for the ſake- of their Religion and Li- 
kriies, which they pretended to prove from the Bible, we are the 
but: Iigicus Repreſentatives of this Fel, gious People, Let us therefore 
hat ouf fern Inſtruction in this Caſe betore us, from that good Book; where 
ode e may be informed, that St. Paul, by being bor Free ef Hea- 
an anf ten Rome, eſcaped a VVbipping, and valued, and pleaded that pri- 
Vomal jjedge, and the Chief Captain of the K prides Himſelf, that he; 
favorl with a great Sum. hd obtained that Freedom, and feared greatly 
en he had violated St. Paus Liberty, only by binding of him, and, 
thall we ſet at nought the Freedoms of the Exgliſh Nation, who are a 
Religions Chriſtian Kingdom, and part with the ſame to ſtrangers, 
for nothing, unleſs the undoing of our own Country men, who ſent 
ls here; but not on this Ex rand, Certainly we ſhould follow the Ex- 
mple of the Roman Captain, and fear and tren ble when we con- 
ider the Juſt Provocation we ſhall give to the Kingdom, who will 
upect that VVe Preſerve, and not Deſtroy every Engliſh Man's 
icth-right, | 
Sir, VVe may further learn, from that Book, the Fate of the 
feyptians, who experimented on the ſcore of Charity, what it is a 
people may expect from admitting rangers into their — and 
| Oun⸗ 


[8] a 
Councils; Joſeph was a ſtranger ſold a Slave into Ag, yet 
taken into Pharaoh, Council, he, by Taxes, and other fine proj 
brought the ſeven years plenty, God had bleſt the Agyptiant wh 
into the Granaries of Pharaoh; but when Dearth came on the ra 

and the people cryed to their King for Relief, they were ſent 
the ſtranger 7o/eph, who getteth from them, for that which was on 
their own, all their Adoney, their Cattle, their Lands, and laſt 
all, their Perſons into ſlavery ; tho?, at the ſame time, he did far} 
therwiſe by his own Country men, for he pla&d them in the het 
the Land; the Land of Goſher, and nouriſhed them from the Ki 
fore. This Example hould teach us to be wiſe in time, ſeeing all 
was done by the-Advice of one Forreigner in.the Privy Coug 
and what may that Country expect, where the Head, and many 
the Council are Forreigners ? | | 
Sir, I perceive ſome Gentlemen are vneaſy, perhaps I ha 
ended them, in ſuppoſing they are Religious Repreſentatin 
er concluding that their Religion is to be proved from the Bil 
If that be it Which diſpleaſeth, I beg their pardon, and pra 
not to offend again on that ſcore; and will Conclude all with 
- Motion, That the Serj ant be commanded to open the Doors 
let us firſt Kick the Bill out of the Houſe, and then Forreiga 9 
of the Kingdom. | * 
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